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Best Men’s 

Best Mixed 

We are missing 2013 Cornsilk #3.  Can you help? 

“Photos from the Past” 
 

Calendar 
Cornsilk 2013 #3 

1856  -  Tintypes were photo-
graphs on metal surfaces. 

 In addition to the very large and much appre-

ciated donation of Kirkland records from the village,  

KHS has received a wonderful group of interest-

ing items from Kirk descendants including original 

land deeds printed on parchment paper.  Due to 

the Joiner History Room moving in with the new 

DeKalb County History Center, KHS has re-

ceived a sizable collection of Rowan family items.  

     ACCESSIONS 

 
1839   -  Daguerreotypes 
were small metal photographs 
with reflective surfaces. 

1854  -  Ambrotypes were 
made on glass coated with 
light sensitive collodion.  

Don’t miss Carole 
“Punkie” Buhl’s memories 

of “Strom’s Hill.” 

 

 

 

Gift Ideas 
Calendars        $10 each 

Mugs:            $10 each 

   Train and Depot 

   Kirkland Ladies   

   Sheep on Main St.   

   Wednesday April 17 
Olson’s Chapel at 7 pm 
 

Program by 
Daniel N. Myers 

 

“Working to End 
the 

War” 
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 Kirkland Historical Society, in conjunction with DeKalb County 

History Center and Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society, with Bill 

Lenschow assisting, will present the program: 

       

 

 

 

 

 

“Honoring our Centennial and 

Sesquicentennial Family Farms” 
 



 

 

Kirkland Historical Society, in conjunction with DeKalb County 

History Center and Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society, with Bill 

Lenschow assisting, will present the program: 

  

“Honoring our Centennial and 

Sesquicentennial Family Farms” 



 

Memories of Kirkland’s “Strom’s Hill” 

by Carole “Punkie” (Strom) Buhl, 2018 
 

 In the 40’s and 50’s, one of the most important gathering spots for children and other 

young people was this very special location in front of the James Strom home, known as 

“Strom’s Hill.”  This hill provided many hours of fun and recreation for the small community 

families.   

  

 Always the excitement of the first snowfall of the season in this farming community 

meant it was time for children to get out their sleds, skates or just a piece of strong card board 

in order to make what then seemed like a long ride down the hill.  Not long after the first flakes 

begin to cover the ground, children would bundle up and make their way to the only hill in town.  

All of the other streets were straight, except for a few bumps or holes in the road.  Also, there 

were no street signs in the village during those early years, but everyone knew about the street 

named “Strom’s Hill,” [3rd Street}.  There was 

only one other street that had a name most folks 

knew about, and that was called “Smokey 

Row,” [North Street], located on the north side 

of the Milwaukee Road railroad tracks, known as 

the wrong side of the tracks, [but] there were many 

nice homes located on this street. 

 
 Jim Strom was the Mayor of Kirkland in the 40’s and 50’s.  He would have the street blocked 

off to traffic.  Sliders never had to worry about injuries while making their way down the then famous 

“hill,” [as] there were not many cars in the village at the time.  The street was not highly traveled like it is 

today.  Also, the Mayor’s family consisted of four happy robust children and they loved having their 

friends join them for the ride all the way down the hill.  It was always such fun to see who could stay on 

their sleds, or anything that would slide to get to the bottom of the hill.  The deeper the snow lining the 

street made for a safe landing and added to the fun!  The goal was to get all the way down to the 

Methodist Church street corner!  Not too many made it that far. But it was sure exciting to try. 

 

 If school was closed due to a blizzard and the country kids couldn’t get to town, some of them 

would come in the night before to spend the night so they could spend their day on the “hill.”  Most 

families did not have a great deal of money, but there always seemed to be enough sleds for the kids to 

 

Memories of Kirkland 

 



use.  Sometimes it was more fun to “belly flop” or have three or four kids go down the hill on one sled.   

 

 Quite often other families who lived on the street would invite the kids [to] come in and warm 

up with a cup of hot chocolate, put their frozen mittens on the register to dry out and get the icicles 

from their eyelids, and at the same time shake off the mounds of snow and return to the hill to continue 

their fun.    There are not many left in the local village who remember how many hours they spent sled-

ding on “Strom’s Hill.”  But a few years ago, thanks to Wanda McMurray and the Village Board, a 

sign was erected that shows a child on a sled enjoying the pleasure of day on the once famous 

“Strom’s Hill” in the town of Kirkland, Illinois.  It is not unusual for the generation of newcomers to this 

village, to ask the meaning of the sign and wonder, where is the hill today?  Yes, it is still there, but even 

to those who spent many fun hours of their youth on the hill, the street looks just like any other in town.   

 

 Many parents and grandparents tell stories to their family members of the great memories they 

have of enjoying a snowy day on “Strom’s Hill.”  Yes, some also remember the bike rides down the hill 

on a summer’s day to those of us who grew up in Kirkland, we still treasure the memories and many trips 

down the once famous ”Strom’s Hill.” 


