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“The Adventures of John James Audubon” 
by Brian “Fox” Ellis 

Sunday afternoon 3:30 pm at  
Franklin Township Park 

  

   Thanks to our faithful donors, we are nearing the Finish Line to 

purchase the Olson’s Chapel. The building fund is now over 

$100,000 and KHS is in contract talks with the Olson family. 

Our goal of a permanent home for the preservation and research 

of Kirkland’s historical items is now within reach. 

 

   There is still time to order a leaf or rock for the donor tree. See 

next page or contact Jean Klock at 815-761-3100 or 815-751-

5122 for information and ordering. 
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Best Men’s 

Best Mixed 

 

 

 

KHS 

Dues?? 

See article 
“Willowdale Grange: 

Fairdale” in Spring 
2021 Cornsilk. 

 

KHS has a phone: 815-751-5122 & a website: www.kirklandhistoricalsociety.com 

 

 
 

Tribute to Mavis (Kerr) Gliddon Bell 
(April 27, 1909 — November 11, 2017) 

 

by Judi Kavaney, 2017 
 
 
Bidding farewell with tears in our eyes, we sigh, “There she 
goes.” 

108 years young, with hands that paint and knit and touch 
with love. 

Her breathless laughter, the essence of her days, echoes. I 
could not ask her to stay longer, although our childhood dies with her and we’ll miss her so. The dear 
“Greatest Generation” fades. 

Once upon a time she guided my awkward childish fingers across the piano keys and with her own in-
scribed Claire de Lune permanently on my heart. 

In the kitchen, those fingers made memories as well. Cookie pie first delighted my palate at the Glid-
don’s dining room table, in the apartment above the drugstore. And I still make it as she taught me. 

She relished telling how, when I was 3 years old, standing on a chair, “helping” her to make a cake, I 
insisted on tasting the bitter chocolate and promptly spit it into the batter. 

Her memory was prodigious. My sister Pam began her entry into this world one placid Sunday in 1944 at 
the Shack, in the Gliddon woods, where families would gather for picnics Mom began labor so she and 
Dad set out for St. Anthony’s hospital in Rockford. 60 some odd years later Pam arrived, unannounced, 
for a visit at Mavis’ door at Oak Crest on Greenwood Acres Drive and Mav, ever gracious, greeted her 
saying, “Pam! Happy birthday!” 

So thank you God for 108 years! As she fades from our sight, a joyous shout from the other side rings 
out, “Here she comes!” Gliddie [Leroy Gliddon] and Clyde [Bell] and Mama Kerr and all her missing loved 
ones calling, “Here she comes at last!” 

A BIG thank you to retiring board members: Donna Peterson from 2008 to 2020 and 
Sue Sester from 2016 to 2020. We welcome new board members: Linda Fett and Lori 
Finkle.   Thanks to all! 

Our new Kirkland “Resource Bank” has 

donated $5,000 to our Building Fund. 

We very much appreciate the help and 

say to them “Welcome to Kirkland!” 

Golf, you say?  

Yes, we say! 

July 25, 2021 

 


