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PrairieView Golf Club

6734 N. German Church Rd.
B July 25, 2021

Don't golf?? Come for a delicious dinner
followed by our action-packed auction!

Recent Acquisitions
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Dispatcher’'s Telephone
& for Milwaukee Railroad
used at Bensenville Depot
Donated by Steven Yates
Kirkland's phone would have
been similar o this.one.

Swanson Commode Chair
Donated by Judie (Swanson) Janowski
Judie said the chair was with her par-

ents, Carl J. & Martha Swanson and/or

Carl's brother Harvey Paul Swanson. Lincoln Rocker Wheel Chair
She does not know ownership prior to On Loan—Gilchrist Family
her parents but said they had close About 1880 Charles Gilchrist

connections with Ault and MacQueen (died 1928) converted this
families. Can you add any information?  Lincoln rocker to a wheel chair.
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What 3 glorious Sunday afternoon in May we had!! Presented by Kirkland
Historical Society and the Kirkland Public Library, “The Adventures of John James
Audubon”by Brian “Fox” Ellis, was entertaining and educational—one of our best
programs ever! Complete with decorations and dessert provided by Judi Gontko. ||
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ﬁeptcmber Meeﬁng KHS Endowments

A member of KHS has set up an endowment fund
Funeral House, 309 S. 5th Street from which KHdeiII r‘eceicve gay-o#fs. KHS is also
: sefting up an endowment fund with DeKalb County

Sunday' Sep‘rember' 26 Community Foundation, which can be added

at 2:00 to at any time. Please keep this in mind
. when planning your estate or will. We very
Program: Kirkland Notables much appreciate your support.

Come and visit with William Kirk (Gary
Ecklund), Granny Ives (Judy Prindiville),
Ascel Byers (Pat Brennan), and Eliza-
beth, wife of Daniel M. Gilchrist
(Barbara Luther).

Refreshments! All are welcome.
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Megmorigs of Rirkland

George "Scoop” Slafkosky
By Dr. Robert Ecklund

In my remembrance, the first coach during my high school days was V. A. Williams;
that would have been my freshman year [1946]. The next year H. T. McCoskey,
school principal, was coach of the famous team in which Burdett Thurlby starred
and the team of the notable "scandal” of the Rockford East High School game in
the regional fournament.

The following year, a young man stopped at our family home on
his walk to school. He introduced himself, then commented that
he was impressed by the size of the laundry on the clothes
lines outside.

He had arrived, (Scoop) Slafkosky, an All-Star basketball star,
in tiny Kirkland, Illinois. He made quite a splash. How had he
come from the ranks of professional basketball to this place?
Initially there was some community suspicion and resistance to
the new coach. Some of the resistance or resentment persisted.

He started an adult men's athletic and exercise program, something never known in
the town before. I can't remember all the activities but I remember the men
played basketball and badminton.

Most importantly he brought Eastern style basketball to the area. He introduced
give-and-go offense. It was dumbfounding to opponents and local supporters as
well. Some (even locals) thought it unsporting o humiliate opposing teams by this
new offense. The success of the team was spectacular and unexpected. The Kirk-
land team had no exceptionally tall or previously recognized outstanding able play-
ers. The DeKalb Holiday tournament was a demonstration of this amazing basket-
ball. Then, as I recall, West Aurora requested a game (evidently no limitation on
number of games that could be played then). I cannot recall the outcome; however
I can remember.

Billy Bell became a star as a fast, quick handed player, using behind the back and
between the legs dribbling with change of hands and direction which Slafkosky had
taught.

I recall how he insisted the players practice free throws over and over. They were
to be shot with two hands rather than the underhand manner, (and set shots from
the field had also been regularly shot underhanded before as well).

Coach Slafkosky would stand at the line and shoot and make free throw after free
throw. He would win pocket change from doubters who bet they were sure he
couldn't make some certain number of shots, but he did with his eyes closed!

I recall another unorthodox coaching tactic. Kirkland was playing Genoa. The Genoa
gymnasium was exceptionally small. On one side there was no out of bounds area
and there were two back and forth lines because of the short length of the floor.




Genoa played a zone defense which meant that the players could almost fouch fin-
ger to finger.

When the Genoa team would not "come out” to engage the Kirkland team Coach
Slafkosky told them to sit on the ball, which they did. I think it was also that even-
ing when he said that since the other team wouldn't play basketball, he threw out a
newspaper and told them to just stand there and read it.

For local detractors of this brash young man this was too much; it went right by
them, perhaps he was too big a fish in a small pond?

Once or twice I traveled with him to Chicago for radio interviews he had been
asked to give. He was known by sports announcers from his previous fame and now
his little Kirkland feam made something of an human interest story . .. Besides, he
knew “important” people in sports and early on began as a scout for college and pro-
fessional teams.

His stay was short in Kirkland but to me, the basketball team manager, most memo-
rable.

He went on to coach in Rockford, coaching at St. Thomas and Rockford East
Schools. He scouted for football and basketball colleges, wrote a book on Rockford
West High School state championship of 1955 and contributed articles to eastern

newspapers.

George ‘Scoop’ Slafkosky, 80
George “Scoop” Slafkosky, 80, of
Rocidord, died at 11:45 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 8, 1396, in Saint Anthony Medical
Center, after a briefiliness. Born Aug. 4,
19186, in Bethlehem, Pa., son of George
and Mary Yosko Slafkosky. Married to
Lucy Carlson in 1944. He was a former
All-State PA basketball player and led
the Bethlehem Sokolstoa62to 1, won-
lostrecordandtwochampionships.His
16 assists in one game and 47 straight
free-throws still stand in the record
books. After attending Temple Univer-
sity,hewas namedtothe ArmedForces
Ali-Star TeamduringWorld Warlibefore
playing professionally with the A War-
riors in the Old American League. He
was coach at Kirkland-Hiawatha and
Rockford St. Thomas High School. Al-
so former teacher at East High School.
He wrote a book on the 1855 Rockford
West State Championship team. He al-
50 wrote many sport articles for Peer-
less Publications, a five-newspaper
chain on the East Coast. In 1968, he
served as chairman of Northern illinois
Olympic Committee to raise funds for
the U.S. basketballteam. He was also a
chairman that sponsored two basket-
ball games at West High between for-
mer great players from East and West
High schiools to raise funds for the two
basketball courts that were builtin Fair-
grounds and Churchill parks. A close

friend of DePaul’s former coach, Ra
Meyer, he has served as a basketball
scoutforthe Blue Demonsandwaswrit-
ten up in basketball scouting stories in
theChicagoTribune, Saturday Evening
Post, Rockford Morning Star and Beth-
lehem Bulletin. in 1969 Slafkosky was
honored as DePaul University's
“Booster ClubMan ofthe Year'andisa
memberofthe lllinois Basketball Hall of
Fame. in 1988 he received the lllinols
basketbail coaches’ “Buzz O'Connor
Award” for one who has many out-
standing contributions to basketball.
U.S.Amy veteranof Worldli, servingfor
three years. Member of Holy Family
Catholic Church. Survivors include
daughters, Geri(Dennis J.)Mackeyand
Nancy {Harold) Froelich; son, George
“Doc” Slafkosky; grandsons, Richard
Mackey and Jefirey Mackey; step-
granachildren, Greg Froslich and Mol
ty Froelich; sisters, Frances Zilavecand
Virginia Hartigan; four nephews and
two nieces; and special friends, Jeny
Kortman and Michael Bugler.

Memorial Mass at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 12, in Holy Family Catholic
Church, with FatherWilliam Wentink of-
ficiating. Family gathering from 5:30
p.m. to service time Thursday in the
church. Private burial. In lieu of flowers,
memorials to the family for a memorial
to beestablished atlater date. Arrange-
ments by Fitzgerald & Associates Fu-
neral Home, Mulford Chapel, 1860 S.
Mutford Road. 12-10-3

In addition to above obituary, another obituary is found on the internet, google
George Slafkosky, The Morning Call. KHS has the above obituary plus an article
"Scoop goes home; memories," and obituaries for George's daughters, Geraldine
Mackey and Nancy Froelich. Thank you Dr. Robert Ecklund.




