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Inventory Monday, November 8 at 9:00 
Come and help inventory our many displays cases. 

Denny Rehn’s famous Pork Chop Sandwiches for lunch. 

Program:  ”Exploring KHS” showing the many display cases and research items. 

We will be celebrating the transfer of ownership of the 

funeral home from the Olsons to KHS.  The Donor Tree will be displayed. 

 

Thursday, November 18, 7 pm 

 

At the Chapel (309 S. 5th Street) 
 
 

Refreshments!  All are welcome. 

KHS 



History of 309 S. 5th Street 

By Connie Worden 

Vol. 14  No. 4,  page 2 

Nov. 2021 

Best Men’s 

Best Mixed 

 

 

 

KHS 

Dues?? 

 
 Kirkland Historical Society’s newly purchased 
site began as the Trinity Congregational Church, built 
for $5,000 with a 500 person capacity. Its first pastor 
bought its cornerstone from Belvidere in 1895; its 84 
members had the church dedicated in May 23, 1896 
with artifacts from Kirkland laid inside the corner-
stone’s embedded lead box. The cornerstone, lead 
box and enclosed items are displayed at the historical 
society. John MacQueen’s donation of its bell in 1907 
finished its construction. The spacious building had a 
basement hall for 
dime socials, com-
munity suppers, fes-
tivals, graduations….  

 
 At the beginning of the Great Depression the church was struggling. 
In 1928 they sold out to Kirkland Schools for $10. The school added a gym for 
their basketball games and school plays until their new school was built in 
1938.  
 
 Henry Landis, who was Kirkland’s undertaker and furniture refinisher from 1913-1937, moved into the 
building in 1936 when his Main Street location burned. The building was so big he ran his business even 
though the school used the gym and locker rooms.  
 
 In 1939 the school sold the building to John MacQueen. In 1942 Edward Vrba bought the building and 
operated his funeral and furniture business there after extensive remodeling and electrical work.  
In 1966 Sandy and Jim Quiram purchased the building to open Quiram-Kirkland Funeral Home (and later 
Quiram-Sycamore Funeral Home in 1970 and Cooper Quiram Funeral Home in Genoa in 1981). Quiram only 
utilized about 20% of the available space. In the fall of 1994 he tore the building down and replaced it with this 
handicapped accessible building.  
 
 After 42 years as Quiram Funeral director, Jim retired October 1, 2008. He put the funeral home up for 
sale with Illinois Funeral Directors Association. From the six bidders Quiram sold to Olson’s because he’d 
known the family for years, having worked with four of the five generations of Olsons in the funeral business.  
 
 Scott Olson, general manager for Olson Funeral & Cremation Services, made only one change: he 
called it a funeral chapel rather than a funeral home.  
 
 In 2009 Olson’s sought out the Kirkland Historical Society to share their building. The society created 
many displays of Kirkland history which funeral attendees can peruse when going through lines to pay their re-
spects. The Historical Society is open to the public during their workshop Mondays from 1-3 and also by ap-
pointment. They archive donations involving Kirkland and display them, host several programs a year about 
area interests. Their golf outing, sale of Kirkland memorabilia, and membership dues offset expenses. Currently 
they have 66 members and 12 Life members. 
 
 The Kirkland Historical Society purchased the building from Olson Funeral & Cremation Services Octo-
ber 28, 2021. The 
Olsons will contin-
ue to have local 
funerals at the 
site. Having 
strong community 
support has ena-

bled the Kirkland 
Historical Society 
to have its own 
permanent home.  

  

 


