Fairdale tornado passed over
Jim & Sandy Bruch's house
leaving no damage. Photo from
Terri D'amato, given to Sandy
Bruch.

Learn what Illinois Storm Chasers do, how they keep the public
informed, and how to better prepare for storms. Also, a recap of the
2015 Fairdale Tornado will be included. Program is presented by
Kirkland Historical Society and Kirkland Public Library.

Fairdale items for sale at meeting

Shadow boxes
& necklaces
with glass from
Fairdale Meth-
odist Church
stained glass
windows
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The February meeting
was to be given by David Clark
who unexpectedly passed away.
Overnight the program became
Historic Places in Kirkland as
compiled by Jean Klock, and in
spite of technical problems, the
new presentation went on.

Probably “6Granny” Eliza Ives on far right

identify
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Movrris House by Jean Klock

In 1879
Kirkland's first
small hotel, "The
Boyd D. Rowan"”
burned to the
ground. After the
fire, Kirkland's
largest land owner,
Boyd D. Rowan,
with a handshake
as the only securi-
ty, gave J. D. Mor-
ris $7,000 in cash
to build a new ho-
tel. The 56-room
Morris House pio-
neer hotel owners
were J. D. [Joseph

Dex‘rer-] and Helen (Dunnegan) Mor'r-ls The population of Kirkland was approximately
700 then. The hotel was used by many, including those working to transport sheer o
Chicago. The Morris House register records visits by U. S. Grant, Dion DeMarbelle
guests from Fr'ance and Italy and many others.
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Morris House
Register

J.D. Morris & Mike on
Morris House steps.
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The Morris House prospered. The Morrises invested in real estate and, as was
the fashion, engaged a governess for their children, Joseph Lee Morris (1877-1955)
and Clara Rebecca Morris (1880-1949).

The book "I Solemnly Swear" was written by Robert Morris
Brown, who was born 1912 at the Morris house. His parents were Clara
Louise Morris and King Brown. He called J.D. his grandfather, but J.D.
was actually his maternal great-uncle. Robert's mother, Clara Louise
(1892-1955) was legally adopted by her paternal uncle J. D Morris and
J. D.'s wife, Helen "Nellie,” at the age of 16 months, after the death of
her own mother.

Mrs. (Helen "Nellie")
Joseph Dexter Morris built a
large and lovely house at 500
S. 3rd Street. On February
14,1903, a wedding for
daughter Clara Rebecca and
Edwin Thomas Swobe, whom
she met in Chicago while go-
ing to school, was held at the
new house. The great social
event was attended by all the
country gentry from miles
around and many prominent
Chicago figures.

After the wedding,
the family only lived there
during occasional summer
months for a few years. J.
D. and Nellie didn't spend

much fime in the house be-
cause it was easier to sleep
at the hotel since they were
working so many hours there.
The house remained com-
pletely furnished and was
sold in 1938.

The Morris House
closed in 1926 but continued °*
as apartments and was often
called “the Hilton." The
building caught fire in 1989.
It was condemned and torn
down.




