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Dinner with “old” 

Kirkland Notables 

5:30 pm 

Choices: 

1. Pork Chop Dinner 

2. Vegetable Lasagna 

After Dinner Auction 
 

 

  
 Happy Hour 

 

at Red Brick 

Inn 

4 to 5 

Auctioneers: 

Kenny Freeman 

& Don Banks 

414 W. Main St. 
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KHS would like to thank 

those who had donated so 
generously in May. 

 

Mondays 
 

1 to 3 

2022 Accessions 
Sandra Anderson (3 old postcards, photo of Mathias Ault);  Jon Aves 
(Kirkland Coal & Feed small crowbar);  Alan Banks (4th of July Program);  
Tonda Bruch (candlestick made by Roger Hein);  Paul Buzzell (1947 Fairdale 
Festival photo of Paul on horse); Carol Byers (photos of sheep, photo of Asel 
Byers & wife, farm bldgs photos);  Ed & Helen Davis (4 cook books);  Gary 
Ecklund (Macke photos & info, 1948 Memorial Day Program, Rose Dewhirst 
poem, Gene Lamont items); Judi Gontko (cook book);  Cris Johnson (bucket of 
stained glass from Fairdale Church, large number of negatives);  Jean Klock 
(sheep shears, H.B.Rowan fan, Meth. women photo, Kirkland Coal & Feed 
Christmas card, Lions Club Zip Code Book, 1918 Postcard, Meth. women Pro-
gram, calendar, plat books, Kirkland business items, FFA jacket);  Kishwaukee 
Valley Heritage Museum (3 Kirkland business items);  Midland State Bank 
(sports trophies & photos, hand stamps, State Bank of Kirkland items);  Lori 
Pepper (hand stamp, photos of Marvin & Mildred Banks);  Tindall family 
(Mason uniform);  Connie Worden (plat books, class of 1997 photo);  Steve 
Yates (lanterns, dispatcher phone);  and other items!    Thanks all! 

Watch for KHS’s float in 

the 4th of July parade, 

featuring Paul Taylor, 

Master Farmer in 2021 

(See Page 4). 

 The April 13th 
program, given by Luke 
Henderson, was entertain-
ing and informative to all 
who attended.  Also dis-
cussed was the devastating 
Fairdale tornado. 
 Shadow boxes 
and lockets with shards of 
stained glass from the 
Fairdale Church are still 
available, as are the Fair-
dale booklets. 
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  The Master Farmer Award Program was launched in 1925 as a way of honoring farmers 
who both raise exceptional crops and contribute their time and talents for the betterment of their 
communities and the agricultural industry. It is the longest-running farmer recognition program in 
the country. The Kirkland area of DeKalb County is well represented by seven area farmers. 

1978-  John Huftalin  Honors for John Huftalin include “Master Farmer” 
in 1978; Honor Society of Agriculture (1978); Superior Pork Producer Award 
(1978); from 1981 to 1990, member (and seven-year chair) of the Illinois State 
Committee of the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service; member 
and chair (three years) Kishwaukee Community Hospital Board; member (10 
years) DeKalb County Farm Bureau Board; and others. John served on many 
boards and committees of the University of Illinois, some of which are:  Life 
member of the University of Illinois and Agriculture Alumni Association; mem-
ber of the President’s Council; Dean’s Club and National Network committee. 
Honors for University service include: UI Loyalty Award (1987); Distinguished 
Service Award and others. John and his wife JoAnne have traveled to over 70 
foreign countries and enjoy dancing every Friday night.                                                                 

1983  -  Allan Aves, dec. Allan Aves was a lifelong member of Farm Bureau 
and served 18 years on the Board of Directors, of which nine years he led 
the organization as president. From 1977 to 1986, Allan was DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s 11th president. Beyond the county, Allan served as president 
of the American Soybean Association and was District 1 Director for the 
Illinois Farm Bureau. Among his many distinctions, he was named “Master 
Farmer” in 1983 and received Illinois Farm Bureau’s Distinguished Service 
Award in 1998. Allan served as the first president of the Kirkland Historical 
Society from 2007 to 2014. Allan’s wife Ruth continues to reside near Kirk-
land. 

1987  -  Kenneth Rehn, dec. In 1981, Ken Rehn was named the “No-Till” 
Farmer of the Year. The Rehn family farm was named the DeKalb County 
Conservation Farm in 2000, and Prairie Farmer magazine named Ken their 
1987 “Master Farmer.” He was a 30-year director of the DeKalb County 
Soil & Water Conservation District and was named “Outstanding Director” 
by the state of Illinois. He also was a 15-year director of the DeKalb Coun-
ty Farm Bureau; a 20-year member of the Board of Directors at Belvidere 
National Bank; a member of the Kirkland Lions Club for 35 Years, receiving 
the Lions/Kirkland Community Service Award; and a charter member of the 
Kirkland Future Farmers of America since 1938. Ken and Dorothy’s son, 
Dennis Rehn, is a present Kirkland Historical Society board member. 

1994  -  Ed Peterson  In 1994, Ed Peterson was named Prairie Farmer’s 
“Master Farmer.” At that time Ed farmed 1,200 acres and operated a so-
phisticated high-tech furrow-to-finish confinement operation that churned 
out 7,000 market hogs annually. In 1985, Ed was awarded the Illinois Top 
Superior Pork Producer. Ed was instrumental in the formation of HOPE 
(Hiawatha Organized Parents for Education) which successfully passed ref-
erendums in 1984 and 1993 for the Hiawatha school district.  Ed and his 
wife Connie reside near Kingston. 

2000  -  Gene Lane  Gene Lane’s diversified farm operation (in 2000, 
2,300 acres of grain, 1,500 acres of custom farming, a trucking operation, 
and a hog finishing operation) has not prevented him from taking an active 
role in Illinois agriculture, serving as a past president of the Illinois Corn 
Growers Association and on the National Corn Growers Association board. 
Locally, he was instrumental in getting a new fire station built and served as 
chairman of the Kirkland Community Fire District. Gene attributes much of 
the success of his farm operation to the help of his wife Mary Jean and 
their family. 
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2017  -  Tracy Jones  Tracy Jones has not only excelled in farming but 
he has been a leader in his community. He served in leadership roles for 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau, DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association and 
DeKalb County Corn Growers. Tracy has served 22 years on the CHS-
Elburn (formerly Elburn Coop) board of which he was chairman. He has 
helped propel the grain company from a 40 bushel grain company to 150 
million bushels. Another community leadership role for Tracy is being vice 
chairman of the DeKalb County Board and representing District 1.  He 
hosts farm tours to help others better understand farming. Tracy is the 
22nd farmer in DeKalb County to receive the “Master Farmer” award. 
Tracy and his wife Beth reside near Kirkland. 

 

2021  -  Paul Taylor  Paul Taylor served on the 
DeKalb Farm Bureau Board of Directors for 16 
years, including being vice president. He chaired 
the DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation 
District Board. Paul and his wife Barbara were 
named Conservation Farmers of the Year in 2012. 
Paul also served as chairman of the DeKalb County 
Extension Council. In state and national leadership, 
Paul was president of the Illinois Corn Growers 
Association and served eight years on its board 
and four years with the National Corn Growers 
Association. He recently received the World of 
Corn award from Corn Growers for significant con-
tributions to the corn industry. Paul was honored 
as 2021 “Master Farmer” by Prairie Farmer maga-
zine at the Farm Progress Show. The award recog-
nizes exceptional agricultural production skills, 
commitment to family and service to the communi-
ty. Paul reflects on this lifetime achievement 
award in agriculture and says, “I’ve been blessed.” 
Paul and his wife Barbara reside near Esmond.  

 

Discovering our Ancestry Sense   by Paul Taylor 
 
 Barb and I are both interested in our family’s genealogy. At Christmas we did the DNA 
tests from Ancestry.com to further discover our ethnic ancestry. That’s the spit in the little test 
tube deal, then send it in and after a few weeks, charts and graphic illustrate one’s family tree. 
 Both of my mother’s sides, Lambert and Rich, came from England, circa the 1880s. That 
seemed a sure thing. The Taylor side came to Illinois from Vermont before the Civil War, not so 
sure but likely from Great Britain. Dad’s maternal side Unger has been a bit harder to track, but 
that sure sounds German. 
 When the results arrive:  Western European ancestry was at 35%, but the Great Britain 
ancestry was only 10%. What? The majority of the rest, 48%, indicated Scandinavian. That didn't 
seem right, but looking through Ancestry's website, an explanation video indicated location and an-
cestry might vary given migration. 
 Perhaps when the Vikings came to visit Great Britain to pillage and plunder way back when, 
they left more than footprints. It may also explain the “tow headed” kids in our family and my en-
joyment of good lefse and pickled herring. I’m thinking of getting a metal hat with horns myself. 
Things aren’t what they seemed to be.  - from an article “Around the Farm” in DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Connections (March 2017), written by Paul Taylor 

 

 


